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What is WETSET?

WETSET is a comprehensive open access European data index designed to centralize 

information on wetland datasets from european, national, and regional databases. It aims to 

streamline research and assessment efforts by providing a central platform for accessing 

diverse wetland data.
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What is the purpose of WETSET?

The main purpose of WETSET is to address the challenges researchers, conservationists, 

and managers face in efficiently locating and utilizing necessary data for wetland research 

projects, which often come from various sources with different structures, formats, languages, 

standards, and access protocols. Ultimately, WETSET aims to foster informed decision-

making and contribute to the sustainable future of European wetlands.
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What is in WETSET?

WETSET content is the result of the comprehensive characterisation of three different EU 

Wetlands data sources:

• European Statistics datasources

• National and Regional datasources 

• Previous European research projects results
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Methodology

The methodology for dataset identification and characterisation involved five key steps

1. Database Identification: Selecting relevant European and international databases (e.g., 

Copernicus, ESDAC, GBIF).

2. Metadata Selection: Defining relevant metadata fields based on the Wetland Monitoring 

Ontology (WMO), including dataset descriptions, access constraints, and data licenses.

3. Dataset Identification: Applying search criteria to identify datasets related to inland wetlands, 

peatlands, and floodplains, focusing on map and tabular data with key variables. 

4. Quality Control: Assessing and filtering datasets for usability and relevance.

5. Statistical Analysis: Performing descriptive statistical analysis to characterize datasets and 

identify trends and gaps. 
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European statistics datasources in WETSET

WETSET contains the characterisation from 150 datasets from 16 differets EU statistics 

datasources:
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National and Regional datasources in WETSET

WETSET contains the characterisation from 58 datasets from 15 differets National and Regional 

datasources:
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Previous European research projects results in WETSET

WETSET contains the characterisation from 29 relevant results from 17 differets previous EU 

projects 

(MERLIN, iMETLAND, UPWATER, AquaNES, WATERAGRI, MULTISOURCE, Verify, MEMO2, PeatlandN2O, GreenFeedBack, 

HydroSocialExtremes, 4C, CReScenDo, METLAKE, e-shape, ECOPOTENTIAL, GeoERA):

• 13 Public Deliverables

• 16 Peer reviewed articles

• And 5 Public Datatsets from 5 different projects (MERLIN, iMETland, WATERAGRI, CreScenDo and METLAKE)
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What is in WETSET?

WETSET content is the result of the comprehensive characterisation of:

• 150 European Statistics datasources

• 58 National and Regional datasources 

• 34 Previous European research projects results

242 datasets
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What can you do in WETSET?

Traditional Dataset List 
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What can you do in WETSET?

Traditional Dataset List 

You can find datasets by:

• Scrolling through the dataset list

• Using the search bar to look for a specific 
dataset

• Applying filters based on properties like 
dataset type, producer, publisher, topic, and 
location
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What can you do in WETSET?

Dataset Comparator 

You can:
• compare up to three 

different dataset
• choose the fields to 

compare
• only see the differences
• and export/save as PDF
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What can you do in WETSET?

WETSET Interactive Map Viewer
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What can you do in WETSET?

WETSET Interactive Map Viewer

❖ Groups of datasets defined:

1. Datasets on Map: This section shows datasets that have geographic markers 
or polygon boundaries visible within the current map view. Pan or zoom the 
map to discover more datasets.

2. Datasets in [Country]: This section contains locally produced datasets from 
this geographical location (the one you are pointing at with the crosshair) 
and continental databases where datasets from this geographical location 
are featured in.

3. Datasets in other Countries in Europe: This section contains datasets from 
other territories in Europe that have specific country-level coverage detail.

4. Pan-Europe Datasets:This section contains datasets 
covering Europe broadly, without specific country-level geographic detail 
(For example, rasters).



WETSET Interactive Map Features

• Navigate through the 
datasets intuitively; drag to 
move, zoom in, zoom out.

• Points represent coordinates 
where a dataset contains 
information, they are 
organised in clusters for 
enhanced visibility



WETSET Interactive Map Features

• Select datasets through the 
Dataset Column to highlight it 
on the map



WETSET Interactive Map Features

• Hover over the points to see 
the dataset that contains it, 
and also the coordinates.

• Click on any point to highlight 
the dataset that contains that 
point



WETSET Interactive Map Features

• “Show only selected” box 
will hide the rest of non-
highlighted datasets for 
better visibility 



WETSET Interactive Map Features

• “Over European Wetlands only” 
will only show the points of 
information that falls inside a 
wetland territory (According to 
the European Wetlands Map, 
produced by ALFAwetalnds and 
WET HORIZONS)



Submit your data (metadata) to WETSET

• Any registered user can register a new dataset. Registered users can submit draft versions that need to be 
reviewed and validated by a Data Manager or Admin before they are published.

• When you add a new dataset, you are creating a dataset characterization. This involves filling out a form 
with key metadata such as the title, publisher, spatial and temporal extent, and a link to where the data 
can be accessed. 

• The platform then acts as a central hub, allowing researchers and other stakeholders to easily find and 
understand the data's relevance without having to search multiple, dispersed sources.



Contacts: 
Carlos Sánchez García

carlos.sanchez@idener.ai 

Francisco López Guirao 

francisco.lopez@idener.ai 

THANK YOU
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