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Where are we? | The Morava River floodplains (REWET OL#2
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Regulation & Restoration has a history

@_Q[g River regulation measures implemented
- 36 meanders were cut off
- 75% of the river banks stabilized

//Qé’é EU LIFE+ Project “Untere March-Thaya Auen”
River engineering restoration measures along a
length of 11 km to extensively restore near-natural
river dynamics in the Lower Morava floodplains
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Then and Now

The Moravas the largest river feeding into the
upper Danube from the left and also the only ne-
ar-natural lowland Pannonian river in Austria.

As is typical for this Q'pe of river, it once flo-
wed slowly, sometimes broad and sometimes
narrow, ing gh an i
landscape of alluvial woodland and meadows.
In the course of the managemé\t of the Mo-
rava in the 20th century, all the side channels
and tributaries were cut off. A large part of the
bank was built up with armour stones to make
the river a uniform width; in other words, the
Morava was turned into a channelled duct.
The course of the river was straightened and
thus dramatically shortened.

. The river is cutting an ever deeper course into
its bed. This is leading the river to be increa- -ﬁ
singly di d from its sur dings and
1o the draining of large parts of the floodplain.
The majority of alluvial meadows have disap-
peared — and with them extensive habitats for
_ many animals and plants that are today in-
creasingly rare.

EU Project REWET

— Carbon emissions monitoring
— Detecting drivers of carbon emissions Ny

o B ool or e tivacia shown iniad o NPT
—> Source or sink status of the ecosystem? i e e e R

Source: life-march.at

= = = 23 o O
P> IS 4
b N e i
K s A% L E RN
NS08 NN )
Austro-Hungarian mapping (1873) shows the. 3
of the river prior to reg Th




Wetlands
Solutions

for the Future

REWET: From restoration to ecosystem understanding

Management strategies
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Vegetation dynamics E
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Biodiversity — ecological response
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REWET allowed us to observe how these processes interact in a restored floodplain.
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REWET - Why wetlands matter?

2024: floodplain grassland = C sink 2025: dry conditions changed the system = C source
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Wetland restoration should not be evaluated only by what we restore,
but by how the ecosystem functions afterwards.
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REWET - Lessons for restoration

- What we can learn from the March-Thaya floodplains?

G Restoration needs time.

=%| Restoration needs evidence.

e & Climate benefits are dynamic.

° L") Monitoring feed back into management.
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